
March 8, 2022 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was also present.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had an agenda, and if so, were there any additions.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.  

The first item of discussion brought forward by Chairman Gunderson was the Letter of Engagement from the Office 

of the State Auditor to confirm their understanding of services they will provide pursuant to Minnesota Laws for 

Norman County for the year ended December 31, 2021.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to approve the Letter of Engagement with the Office of the State Auditor.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion brought forward by Chairman Gunderson were the expiring terms of Wild Rice 

Watershed District Managers Curt Johannsen and Mike Christensen.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 

advertise for WRWD Managers with candidates interviewed at the April 19th meeting beginning at 10:30 a.m.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item of discussion was a proposed resolution for adding to the Committed Election Equipment Fund 

Balance which was established in December of 2017, allowing the board to build a balance toward the purchase of 

election equipment in the future.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 03-08-2022-1 A Resolution 

for Adding to the Committed Election Equipment Fund Balance committing an additional $15,000 to the 

aforementioned fund.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was 

adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office. 

Chairman Gunderson then asked if Commissioners had reviewed the bills that had been submitted electronically.  

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as submitted.   

Revenue - $ 11,141.90   R & B - $ 126,279.26  Building - $ 13,500.00 

Public Health - $ 1,796.26   County Homes - $1,159.96  Total $ 153,877.38 

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach then provided the board with an update on his last Minnesota Rural Counties (MRC) 

meeting.  He mentioned that many counties are using county-based purchasing and seem to think it has merits.  

He also mentioned a proposed bill that would allow counties to set speed limits on county roads.   

At 9:15 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with her COVID-19 update stating that county wide 

Norman County is looking much better than January.  Director Kjono did share some graphs showing the 

improvement in the positivity rate as well as the number of cases.  Director Kjono also asked the board if they 

were ready to suspend the COVID update at each meeting and allow her to just come once a month to discuss 

Public Health matters in general, or COVID should there be the threat of another outbreak.  The board agreed this 

would good. 

At 9:30 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, presented his agenda.  The first item brought forward was the Local 

Road Improvement Program (LRIP) Grant Agreement with MnDOT, No. 1048988, for SAP 054-592-001, located in 

Waukon Twp.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 03-08-2022-2 A 

Resolution for Grant Agreement to State Transportation Fund Local Road Improvement Program Grant Terms 

and Conditions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution passed 

unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.  

 



The second item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the approval of the Davidson Construction contract for           

SAP 054-598-044 which is the bridge replacement project located on CR 147 in Anthony Twp.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the contract for Davidson Construction, Inc. of Newfolden MN in the 

amount of $598,263.00.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The third item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the approval of the Agassiz Asphalt contract for the Local Road 

Improvement Project, SAP 054-592-001, in Waukon Twp.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 

contract for Agassiz Asphalt LLC of Newfolden, MN, in the amount of $446,519.92.  Commissioner Redland 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The fourth item for discussion on Engineer Berndt’s agenda were the new CDL requirements for highway 

employees.  Engineer Berndt noted that legislation passed in February will require individuals looking to acquire 

the CDL license for the first time to attend classes as well as in-person training, with this being quite costly.  

Engineer Berndt brought forward discussion on whether or not the county should entertain a policy on helping a 

new employee gain their CDL certification.  Pat Pfund noted that she was somewhat familiar with this, and felt the 

county needed to pursue more information before making any decisions on cost sharing for the training needed 

and suggested a website to Engineer Berndt.  Engineer Berndt will look into this further.   

At 9:50 a.m. Chairman Gunderson recessed the meeting for a short break to reconvene at 10:00 a.m.   

At 9:59 a.m. Chairman Gunderson reconvened the meeting with the need to back track a bit to make a motion to 

allow the Chairman to sign the agreement for the Local Road Improvement Program Grant Agreement which the 

board had previously passed CR 03-08-2022-2 in conjunction with.  Commissioner Bommersbach made the motion 

to authorize the Board Chairman to sign the LRIP Grant Agreement for SAP 054-592-001 in the amount of 

$446,519.92.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:00 a.m. Commissioner Redland made a motion to close the board meeting to hold the Public Hearing on the 

Local Option Transportation Sales Tax and proposed Increase on the Wheelage Tax.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:01 a.m. Commissioner Hall made a motion to open the Public Hearing.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

Engineer Berndt introduced the project and the reason for the hearing as an additional revenue to help fund the 

proposed highway building facility.  There were 13 members of the public in attendance and several posed 

questions on the proposed increase in wheelage tax and the proposed local option transportation sales tax.  

Members of the board as well as Engineer Berndt, CFO Stene and Auditor/Treasurer Hanson provided answers to 

questions.  When there appeared to be no further questions, Commissioner Jacobson thanked those in attendance 

for coming to the hearing and made a motion at 10:58 a.m. to close the public hearing.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:59 a.m. Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to re-open the regular board meeting.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Discussion ensued on the outcome of the public hearing.  

Commissioners agreed they felt the public was definitely not in favor of raising the wheelage tax and would find 

the local option transportation sales tax more favorable.  Following the discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 

motion to adopt CR 03-08-2022-3 A Resolution Imposing a Local Option Transportation Sales & Use Tax. 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of 

the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.  

Discussion once again turned to how the county board felt they were going to fund the proposed highway facility 

project.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted that he did not want to raise the tax levy to make the annual interest 

and principal payments, nor did he want to use State Aid Highway Funds as he feels we need to use the dollars 

meant to maintain our roads for that purpose.  Commissioner Hall made a motion contingent on acceptance of the 

bid for the building project from Bradbury Stamm Construction and the bonding process proceeding, that payment 

for the bonds would come first from the ½ cent sales tax imposed, and county program aid as available.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



After further discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 03-08-2022-4, A Resolution 

Accepting the Bid from Bradbury Stamm Construction for Construction of a New Highway Building.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of 

the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

Shelly Eldridge, Ehlers Public Finance Advisors, addressed the board with an Agreement for Post-Issuance Debt 

Compliance Policy and Procedures and also a Post-Issuance Compliance Policy for adoption.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Agreement for Post Issuance Debt Compliance Policy and Procedures 

for Norman County as provided by Ehlers Public Finance Advisors.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Eldridge then provided a Master Continuing Disclosure Services Agreement for Norman County with Ehlers 

Public Finance Advisors.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Master Continuing Disclosure Services 

Agreement.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At this time discussion came forward on whether the previously adopted resolution, CR 03-08-2022-4, should be 

amended to include that the acceptance of the bid of Bradbury Stamm for the building project was contingent on 

the bid/bonding process and outcome.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to allow A/T Hanson and Engineer 

Berndt to work on an amendment and insert into the aforementioned CR 03-08-2022-4, such as WHEREAS, 

Acceptance of the bid is contingent on the outcome of the bid opening and adoption of a resolution authorizing 

issuance and awarding sale of GO Capital Improvement Plan Bonds.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

At 11:40 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, updated the board on the Mahnomen Agreement for attorney services 

and he stated that it was going well, but he was very busy.   

At 11:45 a.m. there being no further business before the board, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting.   

 

 

_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


